An example of an algorithm would be a sorting algorithm. 

· Input: a list of elements

· Output: the same list of elements in sorted order (e.g. in case of numbers, from smallest to largest)

· Application: for instance, searching for a record can be made efficient if elements are sorted

One possible sorting algorithm works as follows (assume we are dealing with numbers):

· Identify the smallest number

· Swap the smallest number with the first number

· Repeat with the first number removed from list

Here's an illustration:
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